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A LAYMAN'S COMMENTARY 1 

There lie before the reviewer the last seven parts of the latest com- 
mentary upon the entire Old Testament, or, rather, upon representative 
portions of the entire Old Testament. These parts contain (i) chaps. 
13-21 of Judges, the Book of Ruth, with indices and map, completing 
Gressmann's volume on The Beginnings of Israel; (2)11:4-17; 12:9-14; 
13:1-6 of Zechariah, the Books of Daniel and Esther, a few selections 
from Chronicles, and an introduction concluding Haller's volume on 
Judaism; (3) Nahum, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Lamentations, Jonah, selec- 
tions from the Deuteronomic Law, and a 72-page introduction to the 
prophets, concluding Hans Schmidt's work upon The Great Prophets. 
Editors and publisher are to be congratulated upon the completion of 
this important task of interpreting the Old Testament for the "common 
man." The work began to appear in 1909 and has been completed 
within a reasonable time for such an enterprise. The price of the seven 
volumes in which the entire commentary is organized ranges from M. 32 
to M. 44, according to the style of binding selected. This certainly brings 
the work within reach of a large number of people. The plan of the 
work comprises a new translation of the biblical text, printed in poetical 
form wherever the material is poetic, a careful analysis of documents 
showing the various literary strata, brief introductions to the various 
books, maps to illustrate the history, and concise comments accompany- 
ing the text. The product is a marvel of skilful condensation. The 
reader can quickly discover the significance of a passage and not be 
buried in a mass of detail. 

The greater part of these final instalments is occupied by Hans 
Schmidt's treatment of the prophets. The introduction to Schmidt's- 
volume is written by his teacher, Gunkel. Schmidt himself contributes 
a preface written from under the sound of the Russian cannon in Eastern 
Prussia, where he was serving with the German army. The war pre- 
vented his writing the introduction himself. Gunkel has contributed a 
good discussion of three topics, viz.: (1) the historical situation amid 

1 Die Schriften des Allen Testaments in Auswahl neu iibersetzt undfiir die Gegenwart 
erklttrt. Von H. Gressmann, H. Gunkel, M. Haller, H. Schmidt, W. Stark, und P. 
Volz. Lieferungen 25-32. G6ttingen: Vandenhoeck u. Ruprecht, 1013-15. M. 7. 
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which the prophets lived, (2) the psychological and spiritual characteris- 
tics of the prophets, (3) the literary characteristics of prophecy. The 
first two of these are given somewhat summary treatment; the third is 
handled at considerable length. This is in line with GunkeFs previous 
recognition of, and emphasis upon, the importance of a right under- 
standing of the literary categories that apply to the prophetic utter- 
ances. Among points maintained by Gunkel to which many will take 
exception we may cite his claim that the denunciations of Amos, Micah, 
et al., were called forth in behalf of the Canaanitish population that had 
long been subject to Israel but had by this time come to feel themselves 
one with her and resented the oppression and humiliation under which 
they still suffered. Likewise, it is very questionable to urge that the 
northern Israelites had maintained their integrity in Assyria and were 
amalgamated with the Jewish exiles after 597 B.C. Gunkel's denial of 
the popular theory that Hebrew prophecy was of Canaanitish origin 
seems, on the other hand, a sound contention. 

Schmidt's exposition of the prophetic sayings is vivid and sympa- 
thetic, displaying keen insight into situations and motives. His critical 
position is more generous to the prophets than is the wont nowadays. 
For example, he denies to Jeremiah, to be sure, the oracles against for- 
eign nations; but he leaves him in possession of 31:29, 30 where the 
important teaching of individual responsibility before God is f ormulated, 
and of 31:31-34 which speaks of the "new covenant" engraved upon 
the heart. He rightly gives more credit to Baruch for character and 
strength than is ordinarily done and, indeed, cites his friendship for 
Jeremiah as one of the best evidences of Jeremiah's own greatness. The 
newest thing, perhaps, to the readers' of this commentary will be 
Schmidt's interpretation of Jonah. He assigns the book to the days 
preceding the downfall of Jerusalem and sees in it a protest against the 
message of such men as Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The author of Jonah is 
not concerned about the heathen world in general nor Nineveh in par- 
ticular, but about Jerusalem. And he declares that Yahweh's love for 
that city will not permit him to see it destroyed. He will rather bring 
it to repentance and deliver it. Nineveh is thus an equivalent of Jerusa- 
lem. This is very clever, but it fails to carry conviction. 

The method of the work as a whole is admirable, in that it brings, in 
as far as possible, each piece of literature into direct relation with the 
historical situations out of which it sprang. In the prophets, for example, 
the records from the historical writings are cited and explained in con- 
nection with, and as a background for, the messages spoken upon the 
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occasions in question. It is to be hoped that the completion of this 
commentary in the midst of this paralyzing war may not cause the pub- 
lishers too greatly diminished a sale. 

J. M. Powis Smith 
University of Chicago 
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The sixteenth edition of the historic dictionary started by Wilhelm 
Gesenius in 1834 is easily the best work of its kind in the field at the 
present time. Its editor, Professor Buhl, announces that this, the fifth 
edition prepared by him, will probably be the last from his hand. It 
would be difficult to find an editor better equipped with the necessary 
capacity for unremitting industry and sound philological judgment. 
Under Dr. Buhl's editorship the dictionary has made great progress, 
keeping well abreast of the improvement in the science of Semitic phi- 
lology during the last fifteen years. The eleventh edition, the first one 
edited by Dr. Buhl, was distinguished from its predecessors by greatly 
increased attention to the cognate Semitic languages for illustrative and 
explanatory purposes. To this end, the co-operation of Professor Socin 
and Professor Zimmern was secured. Professor Zimmern has con- 
tinued to be responsible for the Assyriological phase of the work up to 
the present. Dr. Weber succeeds Socin in the responsibility for the 
Arabic; and the new science of Egyptology has been recognized by the 
addition of W. Max Muller's name in the last two editions. There has 
been a steady increase in the size of the dictionary in the last five editions. 
This last issue has fifty pages more than the eleventh edition; the pages 
are five-eighths of an inch wider and one-half inch longer; and the type 
is appreciably smaller. The type-page is a trifle wider and one-half 
inch longer than it was in the fifteenth edition. This has kept the dic- 
tionary from looking much larger than its immediate predecessor; but 
nevertheless it contains much more material. Dr. Buhl puts himself on 
record in the Preface as believing that a dictionary on the scale of the 
present issue is the more practicable type as compared with a proposition 
to issue a small and cheap edition for students and accompany it by a 
large, exhaustive work of the type of Gesenius' Thesaurus for more 
advanced workers. This judgment seems to be sound. A thesaurus 

1 Wilhelm Gesenius' hebrSisches mid aramttisches Handworterbuck iiber das Alte 
Testament. In Verbindung mit Prof. Dr. H. Zimmern, Prof. Dr. W. Max Mttller und 
Prof. Dr. O. Weber, bearbeitet von Dr. Frants Buhl. Sechszehnte Auflage. Leip- 
zig: F. C. W. Vogel, 1915. xx+1014 pages. M. 22. 



